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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. . Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2003/0068173 to Tanizaki et al [hereinafter Tanizaki]. 

Referring to claims 1-19, Tanizaki discloses a device comprising: 

a main body having an imaging device (1); 

a plurality of developer members (6) mounted to the main body; 

a subunit (48) connected to and movable relative to the main body; 

a plurality of photoconductive members (8) mounted on the subunit; and 

a transport belt can be mounted on the subunit to move paper past each of the 
photoconductive members during image formation; 

wherein the subunit is movable between a first orientation (open) in which each of the 
photoconductive members are spaced remotely from the plurality of development members, and 
a second orientation (image forming) in which each of the photoconductive members mounted to 
the subunit is positioned against one of the developer members to receive toner and an 
electrostatic latent image from the imaging device during image formation, each of the 
photoconductive members and each of the developer members being aligned relative to the main 
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unit; the subunit is a 'door 5 pivotably mounted to the main body such that the photoconductive 
member moves relative to the imaging device when the subunit moves between the first and 
second orientations; each of the developer members is part of a developer unit also having a 
toner sump (30) for holding the toner and a doctor blade (32); each of the photoconductive 
members is part of a photoconductive unit having a charger (36) and a cleaner (37) for removing 
toner; and each of the developer members is located within the main body by being supported in 
first, second, and third planes by biasing members (18) (see figures 4, 8, and 9). 

Referring to claims 20-22, Tanizaki discloses a method comprising: 

mounting a first unit having a developer member (6) within a main body; 

mounting a second unit having a photoconductive member (8) on a subunit; 

moving the subunit relative to the main body to a first orientation relative to an imaging 
device (1) with the photoconductive member spaced remotely from the developer member; 

moving the subunit relative to the main body to a second orientation with the 
photoconductive member remaining mounted to the subunit and receiving toner from the 
developer member; and 

forming an image with the subunit in the second orientation; 

wherein forces action on the first unit are developed with the subunit in the second 
orientation; and the second unit is completely mounted after a torque is applied to the 
photoconductive member. 

Referring to claims 23 and 24, Tanizaki discloses a method comprising: 
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moving a subunit to a first orientation (open) relative to an imaging device (1) and 
attaching a photoconductive member (8) to the subunit in an exposed position while the subunit 
is in the first orientation; 

attaching a developer member (6) to a main body, the developer member being exposed 
while the subunit is in a first orientation; 

moving the subunit to a second orientation (closed) with the photoconductive member in 
contact with the developer member to contact the photoconductive member against the developer 
member; and 

forming an image with the subunit in the second orientation by transferring toner from 
the developer member to the photoconductive member. 

Referring to claims 25 and 26, Tanizaki discloses a method comprising: 

locating a developer member (6) within a main body relative to an imaging device (1); 

connecting a photoconductive member (8) on a subunit that is movable between a first 
orientation that is spaced from the main body and a second orientation that is adjacent to the 
main body; 

moving the subunit from the first orientation to the second orientation and locating the 
photoconductive member relative to the main body with the developer member and the 
photoconductive member being in contact; 

forming an electrostatic latent image on the photoconductive member with the subunit is 
in the second orientation; and 

applying a torque to the photoconductive member and locating the photoconductive 
member relative to the imaging device. 
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Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mirellys Jagan whose telephone number is 571-272-2247. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 1 1AM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-2245. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MJ 

June 27, 2005 




Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



